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The summer of 2006 will mark ten yearssincethe USCCB Ad Hoc Committee
to Overseethe Use of the Catechism undertook thefirst conformity review of
catechetical materias. Such amilestone offersan appropriate moment for
reflection ontheprocessanditsresults. Thosewho have participatedinthis
effort over theten yearsknow the achievementswhich thebishopsand
publishershave accomplished together. A constructive partnership has
developed. Both bishopsand publishershavelearned agreat dea and together
have madeasignificant impact on catechetica effortsinthe United States.

Whenthe processwasinitially suggested and then undertaken, it isprobable that
many thought of it asatemporary measureto accomplishtwo things. Onewas
to hel p the bishops assesshow closaly extant catechetical materiaswerein
doctrina conformity to theteaching of the Church asfound in the Catechismof
the Catholic Church. Secondly, the expectation wasthat the processwould
also help publishers appreciate how to use the Catechismasan authoritative
resourcein developing catechetical materials. However, astheyearshave
progressed, bishopsand publishersalike have cometo recognizethat agreat
valueof theprocessisthebishops' direct involvement inthe preparation of
catechetical materiads. Rather than atemporary measure, thisengagement needs
to beongoing. The number of reviewstaking place showsasense of
commitment to the process. Duringtheearly years, therewas an average of
eight totenreviewseachyear. Now, the Committeeisaveraging thirty reviews
annudly. Thereisno reasontothink that thisvolumewill changeany timesoon.

After completion of thefirst year of conducting conformity reviews, the
Catechism Committee determined that it would be hel pful toidentify recurring
ma or deficienciesfound inthematerialsreviewed. Asthosefamiliar withthe
history of thisprocessknow, these deficienciesincluded inadequate treatment on
the Trinity, thedivinity of Jesus Christ and hiscentra rolein savation history, the
Church and her teaching respons bility, Christian anthropology and God'ssaving
initiative, theroleand effects of grace, the Sacraments, Original Snandsinin
general, Catholic moral teaching, and eschatology. Naming these deficiencies
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proved to be adeciding moment for catechesisin thiscountry. Therecognition of specific problemsin
catechetical materialssignaled theimportance of the conformity review effort and offered guidanceinthe
development of new catechetical materials.

Thedoctrina content of catechetical materialscannot and should not be minimized. Thedevelopment and
use of textsand material swhich communicate the doctrine of the Churchinacomplete and authentic, that is,
correct fashion providesthe best foundation for successful catechetical efforts. Itisfor thisreason that from
the onset of the conformity review process, the Committee made adecision to accept for review only those
materialsinwhich the doctrinal content appeared in the student portion of thetext, seriesor program.

Withinthree or four yearsof conducting conformity reviews, the Committee recognized that there had been
sgnificant progressin strengthening thedoctrina content of catechetica materids, particularly with
elementary materias. It wasfor thisreason that in June of 2001, the Catechism Committee reported to the
body of bishopsthat working with publishersof catechetical materialsfor eementary age studentshad
proved so effectivethat the Catechism Committee saw no need for the bishopsto consider developing their
own catechetical series. Inthat samereport, however, the Committee reserved judgment on the question of
thebishops' devel oping their own high school agematerials. Thiswasfor two reasons. First, at that point
relatively few high school texts had been submitted for aconformity review. Second, of thosewhich had,
many werejudged inadequatefor consideration of adeclaration of conformity.

Asaresult of the June 2001 report, more publishersof high school materia sbegan submitting themtothe
Committeefor aconformity review. Theoutcomewasmixed. Whilemany textsand materialsreceived a
declaration of conformity, asignificant number of textswerefound inadequate. Because anumber of these
textswere (and still are) in usein many schoolsand parishes, in November of 2003 the Catechism
Committee made anew report to the bishops, thistime on the state of some high school materials.

During the course of thisreport, bishopsweretold that some of thetextsin usein high schoolswere
relativisticintheir approach to the Church and tofaith. Thiscould lead some studentsto believethat one
religionor churchisasgood asanother and that the Catholic Churchisjust one church among many equals.
Thereport went on to state that some high school texts continueto exhibit inadequate treatment of the
Trinity and that the doctrinal and moral teaching of the Churchissometimes presented in atentative context.
Other problemsin sometextssurfaced inthe areaof ecclesiology through an overemphasisontheroleof
the community and the Church sometimes presented asdemocratic or congregational in nature.

Thereport also aerted the bishopsthat in some high school textsthetreatment of the Sacramentsisflawed.
Itisnot alwaysclear that the seven Sacramentswereinstituted by Christ, that they aremorethan
celebrationsto mark specia momentsinlife, and that the priest hasaspecia rolein sacramental ministry. In
areasdealing with Catholic mora teaching, sometextsevidenced areluctanceto nameimmoral behavior as
sin, implied at timesthat moral right or wrong isameatter of persona decision, and encouraged practices of
virtue and goodness primarily in order to maketheworld and one'slife better, thusblurring therelationship
between themoral lifeinthisworld and lifeintheworld to come. Finally, bishopsweretold that somehigh
school textstaught Scripturewith too much reliance on one particular scientific method of interpretation
which resultedintheimplication that the Scriptures, to alarge degree, are merely humantexts. Whilethese
problemsare now much lessfregquent in new texts submitted for conformity review, they arestill commonin
many older textscurrently inuse.
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The Catechism Committee continuesto recognize waysto strengthen atext’sconformity. Whenthe
Catechism Committeefirst began conducting conformity reviews, publishersweretold that thereview would
concernonly thedoctrinal content and not mattersof pedagogy or methodology. Gradually, the Committee
recognized more clearly that some pedagogica and methodol ogica approachesactualy underminethe
authentic presentation of doctrine.

For example, one common problem isapedagogica approach designed to avoid offending non-Catholic
studentsenrolledin Catholic schools. It became obviousto usthat even though thetextsand materialswere
presenting and explaining doctrineand morality correctly, it was done within acontext which madeit sound
asif thedoctrinewasamatter of opinion and not based on truthsrevealed by God. Allowing doctrineor
mora teaching to beunderstood asamatter of opinion, evenif only implicitly, underminesitsauthentic
presentation. Such an approachiseven more problematicinasociety inwhich our childrenand young
peopl erecelve the message that each person must make up hisor her own mind about what they believe
and what isright and wrong.

Another methodol ogica approach which can compromise an authentic presentation of doctrineand moras
isonewhichreliesprimarily or even completely onwhat somecall an anthropol ogical experientia approach
to catechesis, that is, onewhich reliestoo heavily on the human person and hisor her own experiences.
When aperson’sown experience becomesthefoundational starting point of catechesisand sometimesalso
the measure againgt which authentic catechetical teaching isto bejudged, thetruth and objectiveredlity of
God'sRevelation becomesblurred. God’'sReveationisnot subjective. Therelativism commonin our
society can a so bere-enforced through an anthropol ogical experientia approach. Catechetica
understanding can and should be enriched through reflection on human experiencebut it should never
becomethelensthrough whichrevealed faithispresented or judged. God hastakentheinitiativein
revealing thetruth about himself and hisinvolvement inthe history of salvation. Hehassent hisSonto
redeem us. Subjectivism about Revelation leadsto ardativisticteaching. Ultimately, it can underminefaith
inand commitment to Christ.

There continueto be doctrinal issueswith which the Catechism Committeeworksto strengthen the
conformity of catechetical material. OneareaconcernsTrinitarianlanguage. The Committeeistryingto
develop hel pful suggestionstoinsurethat catechetical materia steach about the nature and reveal ed name of
the Firgt Person of the Trinity, God the Father, without |osing atraditiona understanding that the name God
isaso sometimes synonymouswith God the Father. Another areaiinvolves materia swhich treat Church
history. The Committeeisdevel oping guidelinesto help publishersknow how to create atext whichisnot
merely ahistory, but aresponsible catechetical treatment of the history of the Church.

A significant by-product of thework of the bishops on the Catechism Committee has been arenewed
conviction and commitment on the part of al the bishopsinthiscountry intheoversight of catechetica
teaching. Oncethe Catechism Committee began itswork, other bishops, membersof their diocesan staffs
and catecheticd publishersbegan bringing questionsand concernsto the Committeewhich fell beyond the
scope of the mandate entrusted to them. Thisled to therecognition of the need for astanding bishops
Committee on Catechesis, the proposal for which was approved by avote of the bishopsin 2000 and
formally establishedin 2002.

The Catechism Committee, focused on the implementation of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, and
the Committee on Catechesis, charged with the broader issuesof catechess, have been working torefine
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catechetical effortssothat all involved may understand better that they are meant to proclaimthefaithin
suchaway asto lead othersto want to have apersonal relationship with Jesus Christ and to know the
teaching of the Lord and the Church. The Committeesstriveto offer bishopsthetoolsand directionthey
want inorder tofulfill their roleasthe chief catechistsintheir dioceses. Itistheam of these Committeesto
ensurethat catechesisbe not only organized and systematic but al so authentic and compl ete.

All thework of thesetwo Committeestakes placewithin thelarger context of the catechetical effortsof the
Church both herein the United Statesand throughout theworld. Their work reflectsthecall for anew
evangelization, proclaiming theteachings of Jesus Christ inthemodernworldinsuchaway astodicita
deeper understanding and commitment to Christ on the part of believersand to bring about conversion and
faith onthe part of thosewho do not yet believe. Inthiswork of new evangelization, the Committeeswork
to help bishopsand thefaithful rely onthetoolsfor catechesiswhichtheuniversa Church hasgiventhemin
the Catechism of the Catholic Church, the General Directory for Catechesis and the Compendium of
the Catechismof the Catholic Church. Infulfillment of thismandate, these Committeeshaveaso
overseen the devel opment of the National Directory for Catechesis and the United Sates Catholic
Catechismfor Adults, toolsdeveloped by the Churchinthe United Statesto give further support and
directionto catecheticd effortsinthiscountry.

Itisonly fair to admit that not everyoneinvolved in catechesisagreeswith thework and expectationsof the
bishopsover thelast tenyears. But thevast mgority of thoseinvolved in oversight or development of texts
or intheday to day work of catechesis seem to appreciate more and morethework of the Catechism
Committee and the Committee on Catechesis. They have cometo trust theinsight and direction provided.
Itisareasonable hopethat this collaborative work will continueto foster therenewal of catechesisand
enableall involved tofind the best ways, faithfully and respons bly, to hand on thefaith to the present
generation aswell asthose of thefuture.

Changes with Catechism Upadate

The newsletter called Catechism Update was first released by the Ad Hoc Committee to Oversee the Use of
the Catechism in January of 1994 as a means of keeping the bishops of the United States current with news
or developments regarding the Catechism of the Catholic Churchwhich was formally released in English in
June of that year. For three years, Catechism Update was released on a monthly basis. Beginning in 1997,
Catechism Update became a quarterly publication sent to bishops, diocesan catechetical and educational
leaders, and catechetical publishers. It has also been available on the Conference website.

Now that the Catechism of the Catholic Churchhas been in use for twelve years, news and developments
relative to the Catechism occur less frequently. Consequently, the decision has been made to release
Catechism Update only twice a year, in January and in July, rather than four times a year.

The section of Catechism Update which is most frequently consulted is the listing of texts and series which
carry a declaration of conformity to the Catechism. This will still appear whenever Catechism Updateis
published. It will also be regularly updated on the Conference website (www.usccb.org/catechism/; see “List
of Catechetical Texts in PDF” under “Conformity Reviews”).
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Committeeto Hold Annua Meeting with Publishers

The Catechism Committee'sannua Meeting with Catechetical Publishersisscheduled to take placeon
Thursday, September 7in Chicago. Ashasbeen the casein the past, the bishops onthe Committeewill use
thisopportunity to update the publishersonissuesor ingghtsthey have noticed while conducting conformity
reviews. Whilethe agendafor thisyear’smeeting has not been finalized, the Committee hasaready
identified sometopicswhich they will address. Theseinclude:

The state of some materials submitted to the Committee: Committee memberswill reiterate that
materiassubmitted for conformity review needto beintheir fina formand should befairly free of
grammatical or print problemsasthissometimesdelays or complicatesareview. Poorly prepared
material s could be sent back to apublisher.

A changein the wording of a conformity statement: Publishersreceiving adeclaration of
conformity for material designed for usein sacramental preparation will noticeadight changeinthe
wording.

Treatment of the Personsof the Trinity: The Committeewill try to help publishersavoid
implicationsof modalismwhen the materialsthey present treat the three divine Persons.

Treatment of the Eucharist: The Committee will address some problemsthey have seeninreviews
concerning theway Jesus presenceinthe Eucharistisexplained.

Guidelinesfor Church history texts: The Committeewill sharewith publishersguidelinesthey
have devel oped concerning what topicsfrom the Catechism need to beincluded or referencedina
text on Church history.

Report fromthe Committee on Catechesis: The publisherswill be given updates on the projects
of the Committee on Catechesiswhich would be of interest or concernto them.

A full agendafor themeeting will be sent to participantsinlateAugust. Additional topicsareaso often
added during the meeting when publishersrai se questions or seek clarification.

Update on the United States Catholic Catechism for Adults

The United States Catholic Catechism for Adults is expected to be officially released July
31, 2006. Copies can be ordered from USCCB Publishing by phone at 1-800-235-8722
or through the Conference website at www, lishing.or



Catechism Update
Conformity Listing of Catechetical Texts and Series

As of June 26, 2006 the following texts and series have been found to be in conformity with the Catechism of the Catholic Church.
Key to the Conformity Listing

S=School Student Text P=Parish Student Text
S/P= single edition applicable to both school and parish

Preschool Series
Title Publisher
Discovering God William H. Sadlier, Inc.

Elementary Series: School and Parish
The Apostolate’s Family Catechism
Blest Are We (1-6)
Blest Are We (7-8)
Call to Faith (K-6)
Call to Faith (7-8)
Call to Faith Junior High Faith Booklet Series

(Titles new to the listing are in bold.)

TM= Teacher Manual CM= Catechist Manual
S& P= two separate editions, both found to be in conformity

Specifics
S/IP&TM/CM ©2000

S/P©2003, ©2005

S&TM ©2004, P& CM ©2002
S&TM ©2005, P&CM ©2003
S&TM, P&CM ©2005

SIP& TM/CM ©2007

S/P ©2007

Apostolate for Family Consecration
Silver Burdett Ginn

Silver Burdett Ginn

Harcourt Religion Publishers
Harcourt Religion Publishers
Harcourt Religion Publishers

Christ Jesus, the Way (K-6) Benziger S&TM, P& CM ©2003

Christ Jesus, the Way (7-8) Benziger S&TM, P&CM ©2004

Christ Our Life (K-8) Loyola Press SP&TM ©1997& 2002, CM ©1999
Come Follow Me (K-8) Benziger S/P, TM&CM ©1998

Coming to Faith (K-6)

Coming to Faith/Keystone Edition (K-6)
Consecration in Truth

Faith and Life (1-8)

Faith and Life (1-8)

Faith and Witness Program (7-8)

Faith First (K-6)

Faith First (7-8)

Faith First Legacy Edition/Parish (K-8)
Faith First Legacy Edition/School (1-8)

William H. Sadlier, Inc.

William H. Sadlier, Inc.

Apostolate for Family Consecration
Ignatius Press

S&TM ©1998, P& CM ©1999
S&TM ©1998, P& CM ©1999
S/P&TM/CM ©2001

S&TM ©2003, 2002

Ignatius Press S TM ©1984-1987

William H. Sadlier, Inc. S&TM, P&CM ©1998-1999
RCL - Resourcesfor ChristianLiving S&TM, P& CM ©2001, 2000
RCL - Resourcesfor ChristianLiving S&TM, P&CM ©2001

RCL - Resourcesfor Christian Living P& CM ©2006, S ©2007

RCL - Resourcesfor ChristianLiving S&TM ©2007

Faith of the Mountain (1-8) St. Maron’s Publications S&TM ©2000

Finding God: Our Response to God's Gifts (1-6) Loyola Press S&TM, P&CM ©2005
Friends of Jesus (7-9) Legionariesof Christ S©2003

Image of God (K-8) Ignatius Press XK TM ©1986-1993
Knowing Our Catholic Faith: Beliefs and Traditions (1-8) Loyola Press S©2000

One Faith, One Lord (7-8) William H. Sedlier, Inc. S&TM ©2003

Our Catholic Identity (1-8) RCL - Resourcesfor ChristianLiving S ©1998

Share the Joy (K-6) Benziger S&TM ©1997

Thisis Our Faith (K-8) Silver Burdett Ginn S&TM ©1998

The Treasure of My Catholic Faith (1-6) CirclePress S©2003

Walking by Faith (K-6)
We Believe (K-6)

High School Texts

The Apostolate’s Family Catechism

Harcourt Religion Publishers
William H. Sadlier, Inc.

Apostolate for Family Consecration

SIP, TM&CM ©1999
S&TM, P&CM ©2004

S/P©2003, ©2005

The Catholic Faith Handbook for Youth Saint Mary’s Press S/IP©2004
Catholic Socia Teaching: Learning and Living Justice Ave Maria Press S©2001, ©2007
The Church: Our Story Ave Maria Press S©1999, 2006
Encountering Jesus in the New Testament Ave Maria Press S©2003

The History of the Church Midwest Theological Forum S©2005
Introduction to Catholicism Midwest Theological Forum S&TM ©2003
Journey Through the New Testament Harcourt Religion Publishers S©2006
Journey Through the Old Testament Harcourt Religion Publishers S©2002, ©2006
Justice and Peace: Our Faith in Action Harcourt Religion Publishers S ©2007

The Light of Faith Harcourt Religion Publishers S©2005

Living Justice and Peace Saint Mary’s Press S©2002
Morality: Our Response to God's Love Harcourt Religion Publishers S©2005

The Old Testament: Our Call to Faith and Justice Ave Maria Press S©2005

Our Catholic Faith: Living What We Believe Ave Maria Press S©2006

Our Moral Lifein Christ Midwest Theological Forum S&TM ©2003
Our Sacramental Life: Living and Worshipingin Christ Ave Maria Press S©2003
Understanding the Scriptures Midwest Theological Forum S©2005
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High School Texts (continued)

Title Publisher Specifics

Written on Our Hearts (Old Testament) Saint Mary’s Press S©2002

Your Lifein Christ: Foundations of Catholic Morality Ave Maria Press S©2001

High School Series

Catholicism Series C.R. Publications SP&TM ©1996-1997
Consecration in Truth Apostolate for Family Consecration S/P & TM/CM ©2001, ©2006
Dominican Series Priory Press S&TM ©2000

Friends of Jesus/Witnesses of Christ Legionaries of Christ S©2003

Understanding the Catechism RCL - Resourcesfor ChridianLiving S/P ©1999, TM ©1998

Sacramental Preparation Materials

Be Sedled Pauline Books and Media SP&TM ©1998

Call to Celebrate: Eucharist Harcourt Religion Publishers SIP& TM/CM ©2007
Call to Celebrate: Reconciliation Harcourt Religion Publishers S/IP&TM/CM ©2007
Call to Cdebrate Recondliation and Eucharig (intermediate) Harcourt Religion Publishers SIP&TM/CM ©2007
Celebrating Our Faith: Confirmation Harcourt Religion Publishers S/P&TM ©2000
Celebrating Our Faith: Reconciliation and Eucharist Harcourt Religion Publishers SIP&TM ©2000
Celebrating Our Faith: Reconciliation and Eucharist (1)  Harcourt Religion Publishers SP&TM ©2002
Christ Our Life: Confirmed in the Spirit Loyola Press SIP&TM ©1997
Confirmation: Gifted with the Spirit (7-8) Pflaum Publishing Group S&TM ©2005
Confirmation: Receiving the Gift of the Spirit (9-12) Pflaum Publishing Group S&TM ©2005
Confirmed in aFaithful Community: Candidate’sHandbook Saint Mary’s Press SP©2006
Confirmed in aFaithful Community: Saint Mary’s Press S/IP©2006
Candidates Handbook (Immediate Preparation)

Confirmed in the Spirit (7-9) Loyola Press SIP&TM ©2007
Eucharist RCL - Resourcesfor ChristianLiving SP&TM ©2003
Eucharist: We Give Thanks and Praise (primary) Benziger S/IP&TM ©2006
Eucharist: We Give Thanks and Praise (intermediate) Benziger S/IP&TM ©2006
First Reconciliation William H. Sadlier, Inc. SP&TM ©2000

First Eucharist William H. Sadlier, Inc. S/IP&TM ©2000

The Gift of Eucharist Silver Burdett Ginn SIP&TM ©2000

The Gift of Reconciliation Silver Burdett Ginn S/P&TM ©2000

The Holy Mystery of First Communion St. Maron’s Publications S/P©2005

Image of God (Mass Books and Confirmation) Ignatius Press S/P&TM ©1986-1993
Jesus Brings Us Life Pauline Books and Media SP&TM ©1996
Reconciliation RCL - Resourcesfor Christian Living SP&TM ©2003
Reconciliation: Pardon and Peace (primary) Benziger S/IP&TM ©2006
Reconciliation: Pardon and Peace (intermediate) Benziger SIP&TM ©2006
Send Out Your Spirit Ave Maria Press SP&TM ©2003

The Spirit Sets Us Free: Confirmation Prep for Youth William H. Sadlier, Inc. S/IP&TM ©2000
Together in Jesus - Eucharist Pflaum Publishing Group S&TM ©2004
Together in Jesus - Reconciliation Pflaum Publishing Group S&TM ©2004

We Believe and Celebrate First Communion William H. Sadlier, Inc. SIP&TM/CM ©2006
We Believe and Celebrate First Penance William H. Sadlier, Inc. SIP&TM/CM ©2006
Materialsin Other Languages

Acercandote aLaFe (K-6) William H. Sadlier, Inc. S&TM ©1999
Celebrar nuestro fe: Reconciliaciony Eucaristia Harcourt Religion Publishers S/P©2000

Celebrar nuestro fe: Reconciliaciony Eucaristia(Nivel 11) Harcourt Religion Publishers S/P©2002

Creed: A Course on Catholic Faith Vienamese Catechetical Community USA. S/P ©2000
Creemos/We Believe (K-6) William H. Sadlier, Inc. P&CM ©2005
Creemos y celebramos: William H. Sadlier, Inc. S/P ©2007

Primera Reconciliacion y Primera Comunién

Christo Jestis, e Camino (K-6) Benziger S&TM ©2003

El Espiritu Santo nos Libera: William H. Sadlier, Inc. S/IP& TM/CM ©2000
Preparando a los j6venes para la Confirmacion

Eucaristia RCL - Resourcesfor ChristianLiving SP&TM ©2003
Eucaristia: Damos gracias y alabanza Benziger S/IP& TM/CM ©2006
Nuestra |dentidad Catolica (1-8) RCL - Resourcesfor ChristianLiving S©1998
PrimeraReconciliacion William H. Sadlier, Inc. S/P&TM ©2000
PrimeraComunion William H. Sadlier, Inc. SP&TM ©2000
Reconciliacion RCL - Resourcesfor Christian Living SP&TM ©2003
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Materialsin Other Languages (continued)

Title
Reconciliacion: Perdon y paz

The Spirit Sets Us Free: Confirmation Prep for Youth

Unllamado acelebrar: laEucaristia

Unllamado acelebrar: laReconciliacion

Unllamado alaFe (Level A-D)
Unasolafe un solo Sefior (7-8)
Unidos en Jests Primera Eucaristia

Unidos en Jestis Primera Reconciliacion

Supplemental Materials
Benziger Family Life (K-8)
Catholic Vision of Love (5-8)
Growingin Love (K-8)
New Corinthians Curriculum (K-8)
Project Genesis (K-8)

Publisher
Benziger

Vignamese Catecheticd Cammunity U.S.A.

Harcourt Religion Publishers
Harcourt Religion Publishers
Harcourt Religion Publishers
William H. Sadlier, Inc.
Pflaum Publishing Group
Pflaum Publishing Group

Benziger

Our Sunday Visitor

Harcourt Religion Publishers
Foundation for the Family
Leaflet Missal Company

Specifics
S/IP&TM ©2006
S/P©2001
S/IP&TM ©2007
S/IP&TM ©2007
P&CM ©2005
S&TM ©2003
SP&TM ©2004
SP&TM ©2004

S©2001 (3rd printing)

S&TM ©1996 (revised edition)
S©2001

TM and Parent Guide ©1996
S&TM ©1996
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