catechism update

INTERNATIONAL
CATECHETICAL CONGRESS
TO TAKE PLACE IN ROME

nInternational Catechetical Congresswill beheld inRomefrom

October 8toll. Thisgathering hasbeen called to mark thetenth
anniversary of therelease of the Catechismof the Catholic Church
(June, 1992) andthefifth anniversary of therel ease of the General
Directoryfor Catechesis(October, 1997). Invitationstothelnternational
Congresswereextendedjointly by the Prefectsof the Congregations
sponsoring thegathering: Joseph Cardina Ratzinger of the Congregation of

Fall 2002

Most Rev. Daniel Buechlein, OSB the Doctrineof the Faithand Dari6 Cardinal Castrillon Hoyosof the
Chairman . L . .

Most Rev. William Levada Congrggatl onfortheCl ergy. Thoseli nylted incl udethechal rsof Fhe

Most Rev. Alfred Hughes Committeeson Catechesi sand Committeeson Doctrinefrom episcopal

Most Rev. Robert Banks conferencesthroughout theworld, thoseinvol vedinthedevel opment of

Most Rev. Donald Wuerl

M o elther text, and membersof thelnternational Council for Catechesis. Those
ost Rev. Daniel DiNardo

invitedfromtheUnited Statesinclude Cardinal Bernard Law, whowasone
Consultant: of thetwel ve cardinal sappointed by Pope John Paul Il toforma
Rev. John Pollard commission to overseethedevel opment of the Catechism, Archbishop
William Levada, amember of theeditorial committeefor the Catechism,
Archbishop Daniel Buechlein, chair of the USCCB Ad Hoc Committeeto
Overseethe Useof the Catechism, Bishop Donald Wuerl, thechair of the
USCCB Committee on Education andits Sub Committeeon Cateches's,
Bishop Donald Trautman, thechair of the USCCB Committeeon Doctrine,
and Father John Pollard, amember of thel nternational Council for
Catechesis.

heprogramfor thelnternational Congressisscheduledtobe

composed of variousspeakersfrom around theworld who havebeen
asked to address particul ar applicationsof the Catechismand the General
Directoryinthecatechetical work of the Church. Bishop Wuerl hasbeen
asked to makeone of the presentations. On October 8, thefirst day of the
International Congress, Bishop Wuerl will speak to particular applications
of the CatechismhereintheUnited States.

I tisnot knownif any proceedingsof thelnternational Congresswill be
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availablefor publication. That wouldbean additional benefit toresult fromthegathering. However, evenif
no proceedingsare published, thevery act of gathering to mark theanniversariesof therel ease of thesetwo
textsremindsusof thegreat gift that they havebeenand will continueto betothe Church.
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Update on the National Adult Catechism...

he consultation onthedraft National Adult Catechismisscheduled to concludeat theend of

next month, October 31, 2002. Consultation responsesreceived to date have been very positive about
thedraft text. Following theconclus on of the consultation period, theresponseswill becollectedand
collated. Then, thebishopswho serveontheEditorial Oversight Board will meet during thefina week of
January to review the consultation responsesand decidewhat revisionsto thetext might be necessary or
desrable.

heexpectation remainssolid that afinal draft will be presented to thebishopsfor approval duringthe

courseof 2003. If thetext receivesthe necessary two-thirdsapproval of thebishops, itwill thenbe
forwarded to the Congregationfor the Clergy with arequest for arecognitio, astep that isnecessary
beforethebishopscanreleasethe National Adult Catechismfor useinthiscountry.
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