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Revisions to the National Adult Catechism
Now Underway

Themembersof theEditorial Oversight Board for the National Adult Catechism
metinWashington D.C. January 27 through 29in order toreview theresultsof the
consultationonthefirst draft of theNational Adult Catechism. Itwasquickly
apparent to membersof theEditorial Oversight Board that theoverriding majority of
respondentsapproved thegenera structure, content and presentation of theNa-
tional Adult Catechism. Thismeans, then, that theformat of thetext will remain
basically unchanged.

Asaresult of reviewing bothgeneral commentsandindividua suggestions, the
membersof theEditorial Oversight Board made someoverarching decisionsabout
thenew draft. Instructiontothedraft writer includedthefollowingdirectives:

. Additional doctrinal content isto beadded tothetext. Thisshouldtake
placeintwoways. First, thereareto be morereferencestothe Catechism.
Second, each chapter isto containadoctrina summary of the points
coveredinthat chapter.

. Storiesabout living peopleand quotesfromliving authorsareto be
eliminated. Thereisoneexception-quotesfrom PopeJohn Paul 11 will be
maintained.

. A few of theintroductory storiesareto bereplaced. All thestoriesareto

bereviewed and rewritten, if necessary, to makeclear theconnection
between the story and the chapter contents.

. Attemptsareto bemadetoincludemore Scriptureinwhatever waysare
possble.
. Thetextistobeeditedinorder toreflect morehorizontaly inclusive

language. Languageusedinreferenceto Godwill not bechanged.
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. Moretermsareto bedefined both withinthetext itself aswell asintheglossary.

. Thesectionswhichfocusontheapplication of doctrineto cultureareto bereviewedand
rewritten, if necessary, sothat they present amorebal anced view of thelightsand shadows
of USculture.

TheEditoria Oversight Board a so cons dered asubstantia number of theindividua suggestions
that had beenreceived. Not al theindividua suggestionshad been processed by thetimeof the
Editorial Board meeting, sothebishopsontheboard directed thedraft writer toreview therest of
thesuggestionsasthey becomeavailable. Sincethedraft writer aready had theexperienceof
reviewingtheindividual suggestionswiththebishopsontheBoard, they directed himtomake
judgmentsbased on deci sionsthe Board had madeabout similar suggestions. Any suggestions
requiring adiscussion by theBoard areto bedirected to thechair of the Editorial Board whowill
consult with other membersif necessary.

TheEditorial Oversight Board a so made someadjustmentsto thetimelinefor the National Adult
Catechism. They anticipatethat anew draft will becompleted by May. Therevised draft will then
besent out toall the UShishopsfor aconsultation from Junethrough mid September. Sincethe
first consultation wasso positive, thissecond consultationisenvisioned aspart of thefinal refinement
or amendment processin preparing the new draft of the National Adult Catechismfor approval

by thebody of bishops. In September, the Catechism Committee plansto present thedraft tothe
Administrative Committeerequesting avoteof approval at theNovember, 2003 General Assembly.
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NEw MEMBER OF THE CATECHISM COMMITTEE

Archbi shopBuechlein’ sresignationas

chair of the Catechism Committeelefta
vacancy inthemembership of the Committee.
That vacancy wasfilledinlate December when
Bishop Wilton Gregory, asPresident of the
Conference, appointed Bishop Leonard P.
Blair amember of theAd Hoc Committeeto
OverseetheUseof the Catechism. Bishop

Blairisanauxiliary bishopin Detroit. Heis
aready very familiar withtheconformity
review work of the Committee, having
served onanumber of occasionsasthechair
of aconformity review team. A complete
listing of thecurrent membership of the
Catechism Committeeappearsonthefront
page of each issue of CatechismUpdate.



