Pastoral Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa

Be One with the Church in Africa.
(This text may be read from the pulpit, 
mailed out, or inserted into parish bulletins.)
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

The Church in Africa is the fastest growing region of the Catholic Church. It is also one of the most vulnerable. While the incredible rate of growth is energizing, the Church struggles to keep up with the enormous needs of its parishioners.
The Solidarity Fund for the Church in Africa continuously works to bridge the gap between need and capacity. For example, St. Hubert’s Parish in the Alexandra township in Johannesburg, South Africa, runs an orphanage, a home for seniors, a medical clinic, and an HIV treatment center. At the Sunday liturgy, parishioners overflow from the pews for the lively, inspirational Mass.
The support provided by the Solidarity Fund helps deliver basic pastoral care like religious education, seminary formation, and youth ministry. The Solidarity Fund also supports projects that help combat problems significant to the continent, such as pastoral care for the sick and peace-building workshops.

The people of Africa face tremendous challenges. A lack of pastoral care should not be one of them. From the prevalence of HIV/AIDS to countries that are torn by war, from extreme poverty to rapid population growth, the Church in Africa needs our help.
There is one Church, one faith, one hope, one Baptism, one body, one need. Be one with the Church in Africa. Thank you in advance for your generosity.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
(Bishop name, title, and signature)
For more information, please visit www.usccb.org/churchinafrica.
