


Simple 
Steps

Please follow these simple steps in your parish to help 
strengthen the Church at home through the Catholic Home 
Missions Appeal:

■ Use the bulletin announcements and parish appeal 
language provided.

■ Insert the Catholic Home Missions Appeal � ier into 
all bulletins for the weekend before or the weekend of 
the Appeal.

■ Preach about the dif� culties encountered by home mission 
dioceses. These dioceses struggle with parishioner poverty 
and unemployment, long and dif� cult distances between 
parishes, a lack of priests, and limited � nancial resources to 
fund vital pastoral ministries.

■ Announce the Appeal, telling parishioners what it is and 
where the donated money goes. This is the best way to 
make an impact on the success of the Appeal.

■ Pray for home mission dioceses that struggle with being able 
to provide basic pastoral care to their parishioners.

What Is a “Home 
Mission” Diocese?
Home mission dioceses in the United States—in areas like 
the Deep South, Appalachia, and Alaska—are characterized 
by a lack of resources to provide basic pastoral care 
(evangelization, religious education, ministry training) for 
their faithful. Home mission parishes often struggle with 
priest shortages, parishioner poverty, unemployment, dif� cult 
or isolated terrain, religious hostility, and other circumstances 
that impact the practice of the faith. The Catholic Home 
Missions Appeal strengthens the Church in the United States 
by encouraging Catholic communities to support the home 
mission parishes.

To learn more about this 
Appeal or to � nd additional 

resources, please visit 

www.usccb.org/nationalcollections.

To learn more about this 



Spanish
Cerca de un 45% de diócesis en Estados Unidos han sido 
clasi� cadas como diócesis misioneras, no pueden responder a sus 
necesidades pastorales básicas. Con frecuencia, estas diócesis se 
encuentran en zonas rurales, no cuentan con un número su� ciente 
de sacerdotes que cubran áreas remotas de difícil acceso ni con 
los fondos su� cientes para la educación religiosa, pastoral juvenil 
y formación religiosa. Por favor, contribuya generosamente al 
Llamado para las Misiones Católicas y ayude a fortalecer la Iglesia 
en casa.

English

Week Before the Collection
This year, the Catholic Home Missions Appeal turns its focus to 
youth ministry, an essential component of the life and vibrancy 
of the Church. In youth ministry programs, young Catholics 
grow in faith and gain valuable leadership skills. Without this 
Appeal, poorer dioceses in the United States cannot sustain 
vital youth programs. Next week we will take up a collection 
for this Appeal. Please be generous and help strengthen the 
Church at home.

Week of  the Collection
Right here in the United States, some dioceses are unable to 
provide fundamental pastoral care for their faithful. These 
“home mission” dioceses cannot support an adequate number of 
priests. They cannot afford funding for youth ministry programs 
or religious education. This week we take up a collection for the 
Catholic Home Missions Appeal. Help strengthen the Church 
at home with a generous donation.

Week After the Collection
Thank you for your support of the Catholic Home Missions 
Appeal! Because of your generosity, the Appeal will be able to 
provide funding for evangelization, religious education, youth 
ministry, and other essential services in poor dioceses. You 
have made a difference for the Church in the United States by 
strengthening the Church at home. To learn more about how 
your money is making a difference through Catholic Home 
Missions, please visit www.usccb.org/nationalcollections.

Spanish

Para la Semana Antes de la Colecta
Este año, el Llamado para las Misiones Católicas se enfoca en la 
pastoral juvenil, un componente esencial de la vida y dinamismo 
de la Iglesia. En los programas de pastoral juvenil, los jóvenes 
católicos crecen en la fe y obtienen valiosos conocimientos de 
liderazgo. Sin este Llamado, las diócesis más pobres en Estados 
Unidos no pueden sostener estos importantes programas 
juveniles. La próxima semana realizaremos una colecta para 
este Llamado. Por favor, contribuya generosamente y ayude a 
fortalecer la Iglesia en casa.

Para la Semana de la Colecta
Aquí mismo, en Estados Unidos, a algunas diócesis no les es 
posible proporcionar cuidados pastorales básicos a sus � eles. 
Estas diócesis “misioneras” no pueden mantener a una cantidad 
su� ciente de sacerdotes. Tampoco tienen la capacidad para 
� nanciar programas de pastoral juvenil o de educación religiosa. 
Esta semana realizaremos una colecta para el Llamado para las 
Misiones Católicas. Ayude a fortalecer la Iglesia en casa con su 
generoso donativo.

Para la Semana Después de la Colecta
¡Muchas gracias por apoyar el Llamado para las Misiones 
Católicas! Gracias a su generosidad, el Llamado podrá 
proporcionar fondos para la evangelización, educación 
religiosa, pastoral juvenil y otros servicios básicos a las diócesis 
más pobres. Usted ha hecho una diferencia en la Iglesia en 
Estados Unidos fortaleciendo la Iglesia en casa. Para informarse 
más sobre la manera en que su donativo está haciendo la 
diferencia por medio de las Misiones Católicas, por favor visite 
www.usccb.org/nationalcollections.

English
About 45% of dioceses in the United States are classi� ed as 
home mission dioceses, not able to support basic pastoral needs. 
These dioceses are often in rural locations, lack a suf� cient 
number of priests to serve the geographically challenging 
distances, and do not have suf� cient funding for religious 
education, youth ministry, and religious formation. Please be 
generous in the Catholic Home Missions Appeal and help 
strengthen the Church at home.
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