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Dear Father,

This year, the Church in Latin America is featuring a special recipient of the Collection. Pictured above 
is Norbert, a seminarian whose life was spared during the 2010 earthquake that destroyed Haiti, with 
Cardinal Sean O’Malley, OFM Cap. All Norbert’s classmates perished.

Norbert’s story re� ects the wide range of pastoral projects funded by the Collection for the Church 
in Latin America. In exceptional circumstances, funds from the Collection are used to rebuild the 
Church where natural disasters have devastated it, to provide funding for the education and formation 
of religious brothers and sisters, and to support evangelization and catechesis in a region where major 
challenges include migration and the loss of parishioners who are leaving the Church for other faiths.

The most effective way you can help the Collection and keep faith is to mention it to the parishioners 
from the pulpit during Mass using the materials we have provided. Also available are bulletin inserts, 
posters, and collection envelopes to further educate the parishioners about the Collection’s purpose and 
where their donations go. If you have any questions about the Collection, please contact Fr. Andrew 
Small, OMI, director, at 202-541-3456 or asmall@usccb.org. For additional materials please contact Mary 
Mencarini Campbell at 202-541-3365 or mcampbell@usccb.org. 

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Archbishop José H. Gomez
Chairman, USCCB Subcommittee on the Church in Latin America

Dear Father,

S U P P O RT  T H E  C H U R C H  I N  L AT I N  A M E R I C A .
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Keep FaithKeep FaithKeep Faith



Simple Steps 
Please follow these simple steps in your parish to keep 
faith and support the Church in Latin America through 
the Collection for the Church in Latin America: 

 Use the bulletin announcements and parish appeal 
provided.

 Insert the Church in Latin America � ier into all 
bulletins the weekend before or the weekend of the 
Collection.

 Preach about the dif� culties facing the Church 
in Latin America. While Catholicism is dominant 
in the region, the faith is being challenged by the 
draw of other churches and by secularism, economic 
migration, and poverty.

 Announce the Collection, telling parishioners what 
it is and where the donations go. This is the best way 
to make an impact on the success of the Collection.

 Pray for the Church in Latin America as it struggles 
to provide basic pastoral care to its parishioners and 
works to maintain the faith.

English

R/. Lord, hear our prayer.

That our Holy Father, Benedict XVI, our bishop, N., and all 
Church leaders will continue to proclaim Christ’s love as they 
lead the Church in the world today, especially throughout all the 
nations of the Americas, we pray to the Lord. . . . R/.

That our efforts to share our time, talent, and treasure may help to 
strengthen the faith of our brothers and sisters around the world, 
especially in Latin America, we pray to the Lord. . . . R/.

That we may achieve a greater unity and solidarity with the 
faithful throughout Latin America and the Caribbean by sharing 
our material and spiritual possessions with those who are rich in 
faith, but lacking in resources, we pray to the Lord. . . . R/.

That we may learn from the example of our Blessed Mother Mary, 
the Virgin of Guadalupe, to become living witnesses of your love 
in our communities, we pray to the Lord. . . . R/.

Spanish

R/. Señor, escúchanos.

Que nuestro Santo Padre, Benedicto XVI, nuestro obispo, N., y 
todos los líderes de la Iglesia continúen proclamando el amor de 
Cristo mientras guían a la Iglesia en el mundo actual, especialmente 
en todas las naciones de América, te rogamos, Señor. . . . R/.

Que nuestros esfuerzos para compartir nuestro tiempo, talento y 
tesoro ayuden a fortalecer la fe de nuestros hermanos y hermanas 
en todo el mundo, especialmente en América Latina, te rogamos,
Señor. . . . R/.

Que podamos lograr una mayor unidad y solidaridad con los 
� eles de toda América Latina y el Caribe, compartiendo nuestros 
recursos materiales y espirituales con aquellos, que siendo ricos en 
fe, carecen de los recursos necesarios, te rogamos, Señor. . . . R/.

Que aprendamos del ejemplo de nuestra Santísima Madre María, 
la Virgen de Guadalupe, para convertirnos así en testigos vivos de 
tu amor en nuestras comunidades, te rogamos, Señor. . . . R/.

Prayer for Solidarity
English
Lord, bless us with a greater unity and solidarity with the 
faithful throughout Latin America and the Caribbean. 
Give us the grace to give generously to those who are 
rich in faith, but lacking resources. May we learn from 
the example of our Blessed Mother Mary, the Virgin of 
Guadalupe, and become living witnesses of your love in 
our communities. We ask this through Christ, Our Lord. 
Amen.

Oración para la solidaridad
Spanish
Señor, bendícenos con una mayor unidad y solidaridad con 
los � eles de toda América Latina y el Caribe. Concédenos 
la gracia para compartir generosamente con aquellos que, 
siendo ricos en fe, carecen de los recursos necesarios. Que 
aprendamos del ejemplo de nuestra Santísima Madre María, 
la Virgen de Guadalupe, para convertirnos en testigos vivos 
de tu amor en nuestras comunidades. Te lo pedimos por 
Cristo, Nuestro Señor. Amén.

IntercessionsIntercessionsIntercessions

I 
also want to say that there are many problems, much 
suffering, but also such great hospitality! I know that 
the American Bishops’ Conference in particular works 
closely with the Latin American Bishops’ Conferences 

with a view to necessary aid. Besides all the painful things, 
let us not forget the great and true humanity, the many 
positive actions that also exist.”

—Pope Benedict XVI, April 15, 2008



English

Week Before the Collection
The Church in Latin America faces many dif� cult challenges. 
Powerful earthquakes devastated Haiti and Chile last year, 
creating lasting damage to the Church, while a signi� cant loss 
of parishioners to migration and other faiths, the inability to 
support itself � nancially, and a lack of priests and religious to 
effectively minister to the large number of Catholics continue to 
trouble the region. Please help to keep faith. Be generous in next 
week’s Collection for the Church in Latin America.

Week of the Collection
Today’s Collection funds pastoral projects in the Church in Latin 
America. In 2009, the Collection was able to distribute $7.2 
million across 480 projects. Your donations make a difference in 
the faith life in Latin America. Keep faith. Please be generous in 
the Collection for the Church in Latin America.

Week After the Collection
Thank you for your generous donations to the Collection for 
the Church in Latin America. Your donations will help rebuild 
the Church in the earthquake-ravaged Haiti and Chile, support 
evangelization, develop lay-leadership programs, form religious 
and seminarians, and keep faith in the Church in Latin America. 
To learn more about how your donations are making a difference, 
please visit www.usccb.org/nationalcollections.

Spanish

Para la Semana Antes de la Colecta
La Iglesia en América Latina enfrenta unos desafíos muy difíciles. 
El año pasado, unos fuertes terremotos devastaron a Haití y a 
Chile causándole daños permanentes a la Iglesia mientras que la 
región sigue preocupada por la pérdida signi� cativa de feligreses 
que emigraron o se pasaron a otras religiones, por la incapacidad 
de la Iglesia de poder sostenerse a sí misma y por la falta de 
sacerdotes y de religiosas que puedan servir e� cazmente al gran 
número de católicos. Por favor, ayuden a mantener la fe. La 
próxima semana contribuyan generosamente a la Colecta para la 
Iglesia en América Latina.

Para la Semana de la Colecta
La Colecta de hoy � nancia proyectos pastorales de la Iglesia 
en América Latina. En el 2009, la Colecta pudo distribuir $7.2 
millones entre 480 proyectos. Sus donativos hacen la diferencia 
en la vida de fe en América Latina. Mantengan la fe. Por favor, 
contribuyan generosamente en la Colecta para la Iglesia en 
América Latina.

Para la Semana Después de la Colecta
Muchas gracias por sus generosos donativos a la Colecta para la 
Iglesia en América Latina. Sus donativos ayudarán a reconstruir 
la Iglesia en las zonas devastadas por los terremotos en Haití y 
en Chile, ayudarán a desarrollar programas de liderazgo para los 
laicos, formarán a religiosos y a seminaristas y mantendrán la fe 
en la Iglesia en América Latina. Para informarse más sobre cómo 
sus donativos están haciendo una diferencia, por favor, visiten 
www.usccb.org/nationalcollections.

English
Please be generous in today’s Collection for the Church in 
Latin America. Your donations strengthen the Church by 
providing much-needed funding for pastoral work throughout 
the region. Through your contribution you are being disciples 
and missionaries at the service of the Body of Christ. Thank you.

Spanish
Por favor, hoy contribuyan generosamente a la Colecta para 
la Iglesia en América Latina. Sus donativos fortalecerán a la 
Iglesia brindándole el � nanciamiento necesario para su labor 
pastoral en esa región. Por medio de sus contribuciones, ustedes 
están siendo discípulos y misioneros al servicio del cuerpo de 
Cristo. Muchas gracias.
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W
ithout you, our solidarity could not take 
shape into concrete programs of support 
and evangelization in Latin America. Through 
your contribution you are being disciples and 

missionaries at the service of the body of Christ. On behalf 
of the bishops of the United States, as well as those who 
bene� t from the Collection, I offer my heartfelt thanks.”

—Archbishop José H. Gomez, Chairman, 
Subcommittee on the Church on Latin America


